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Moscow School District #281 
Mastery Learning Map 

 
   

6th Grade English Language Arts 
 

1. Competency 
Statements for  
Foundational  
Reading Skills  
 
 
 
“Learning Targets” 
are models of what 
educators may see in 
performance tasks 
when students 
demonstrate their 
increasing 
understanding and 
use of the 
competencies.  
 

 
Students will use strategies, including common Greek/Latin Roots, to identify an unknown word in context. 

1. I can use word analysis and word study skills such as syllable types, morphology and etymology to decode 
and comprehend unfamiliar words.  

2. I can use context to determine intended meanings of words and phrases.   
3. When given a purpose, I can infer and predict when necessary, recognize when something does not make 

sense, and apply strategies to self-monitor and self-correct.  
4. I can read and comprehend a variety of grade-appropriate texts with increasing automaticity and fluency* 

(i.e. fluency increases with successive readings). 

National Standards RL.6.3, RL.6.4, L.5-6.3. L.5-6.4, L.5-6.5, L.5-6.6  
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6th Grade English Language Arts 
 

2. Competency 
Statements for 
Reading Literature  
 
 
“Learning Targets” 
are models of what 
educators may see in 
performance tasks 
when students 
demonstrate their 
increasing 
understanding and 
use of the 
competencies.  
 

 
Students will identify and explain the central idea of a literary text. 

1. I can identify the theme of a text and describe how it is conveyed through evidence, such as textual details, 
text structures, character interactions, and/or the advancing action.  

2. I can recognize how plot develops and how conflicts are resolved across the text.  
3. I can explain how visual and multimedia elements of a text contribute to the meaning, author’s tone, or 

intended effect of a text on the reader/viewer.  
4. I can compare and contrast the ways two or more authors treat similar themes. 

National Standards RL. 6.1-7, RL. 6.9, RL. 6.10 
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6th Grade English Language Arts 
 

3. Competency 
Statements for 
Reading 
Informational Texts 
 
 
“Learning Targets” 
are models of what 
educators may see in 
performance tasks 
when students 
demonstrate their 
increasing 
understanding and 
use of the 
competencies.  
 

 
Students will identify and explain the central idea of an informational text. 

 

1. I can identify the author’s purpose and central idea of a text 
2. I can explain how visual and multimedia elements of one or more texts contribute to the central idea. 

 

National Standards RI.6.1-7,  RI.6.10 
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6th Grade English Language Arts 
 

4. Competency 
Statements for  

       Narrative Writing  
 
 
“Learning Targets” 
are models of what 
educators may see in 
performance tasks 
when students 
demonstrate their 
increasing 
understanding and 
use of the 
competencies.  
 

  
Students will write a personal narrative with a purpose or message. 

1. I can identify a purpose for writing a narrative.  
2. I can maintain a point of view and tone, using a variety of strategies, such as pacing, dialogue, transitions, 

description, figurative language, and/or word choice).  
3. With guidance, I can edit and revise my text for clarity and coherence (e.g., conventions, grammar, focus, 

pacing, use of sensory details and word choice with intent). 

National Standards W.6.3-6 
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6th Grade English Language Arts 
 

5. Competency 
Statements for  
Informational  

             Writing  
 
 
 
“Learning Targets” 
are models of what 
educators may see in 
performance tasks 
when students 
demonstrate their 
increasing 
understanding and 
use of the 
competencies.  
 

 
Students will research a topic using credible sources and demonstrate an understanding of the topic by 

using appropriate text structure to convey the information to an audience 
 

1. I can identify a focus and use informational text structures to convey my central idea. 
2. I can use techniques and features that organize and analyze information presented.  
3. I can locate relevant information from two or more reference sources and resolve possible conflicting 

information.  
4. I can develop a conclusion that follows logically from the information presented and supports my central 

idea. 
5. With guidance, I can edit and revise my text for clarity and coherence.   

National Standards W. 6.2 ,W. 6.4-10   
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6th Grade English Language Arts 
 

6. Competency 
Statements for  

           Opinion/Argument  
Writing  
 
 
“Learning Targets” 
are models of what 
educators may see in 
performance tasks 
when students 
demonstrate their 
increasing 
understanding and 
use of the 
competencies.  
 

 
Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using credible sources and demonstrating an 

understanding of the topic or text. 

1. I can make a claim and organize the reasons and evidence clearly.  
2. I can support the claim with clear reasons and relevant evidence from the text.  
3. With guidance, I can edit and revise my text for clarity and coherence. 

 

National Standards W. 6.1, W6.4-6, W6.9-10 
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6th Grade English Language Arts 
 

7. Competency 
Statements for  

     Language Usage 
 
 
“Learning Targets” 
are models of what 
educators may see in 
performance tasks 
when students 
demonstrate their 
increasing 
understanding and 
use of the 
competencies.  
 

 
 

Students will use grade-level knowledge of language and its conventions. 

1. Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, possessive). 
2. Use intensive and intensive pronouns (myself, ourselves) 
3. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and person. 
4. Recognize and correct vague pronouns (I.e. those with unclear and ambiguous precedents). 

 

National Standards  
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7th Grade English Language Arts 
 

1. Competency 
Statements for  
Foundational  
Reading Skills  
 
 
“Learning Targets” 
are models of what 
educators may see in 
performance tasks 
when students 
demonstrate their 
increasing 
understanding and 
use of the 
competencies.  
 

 
Students will apply a variety of strategies to identify an unknown word, including using contextual clues and prior knowledge of 

roots/ affixes/ prefixes. 

1. Although foundational skills are not identified beyond the 5-6 grades, it is important to continue to develop 
them with students who may need additional support.   

National Standards Insert Standards  
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7th Grade English Language Arts 
 

2. Competency 
Statements for  

      Reading Literature  
 
 
“Learning Targets” 
are models of what 
educators may see in 
performance tasks 
when students 
demonstrate their 
increasing 
understanding and 
use of the 
competencies.  
 

 
Students will be able to identify the central idea / theme of a literary text and analyze its development over the course of the text. 

1. I can identify and interpret the theme of a text and analyze choices made by the author to develop the 
theme, such as use of textual details, text structures, character interactions and/or dialogue to propel the 
action.  

2. I can analyze how literary elements and devices shape text development and impact meaning.  
3. I can compare and contrast how visual and multimedia elements of a text contribute to the meaning, 

author’s tone, or intended effect of a text on the reader/viewer.  
4. I can examine the ways two or more authors treat similar themes or use literary forms for intended effect. 

National Standards RL.7.1-3, RL7.5, RL.7.9, RL7.10 RL7.4, RL 7.7,7.6 
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7th Grade English Language Arts 
 

3. Competency 
Statements for  

             Reading  
 Informational  

             Texts  
 
 
 
“Learning Targets” 
are models of what 
educators may see in 
performance tasks 
when students 
demonstrate their 
increasing 
understanding and 
use of the 
competencies.  
 

 
Students will identify the central idea and provide textual evidence that supports the central idea. 

1. I can identify the central idea and purpose of a text. 
2. I can analyze and explain how visual and multimedia elements of one or more texts contribute to the overall 

central idea.  
3. I can provide textual evidence that supports the author's central idea.  

 

National Standards RI.7.1-2, RI.7.5-10,  
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7th Grade English Language Arts 
 

4. Competency 
Statements for  
Narrative Writing 
 
 
“Learning Targets” 
are models of what 
educators may see in 
performance tasks 
when students 
demonstrate their 
increasing 
understanding and 
use of the 
competencies.  
 

 
Students will produce a realistic fiction narrative using narrative techniques. 

1. I can effectively write a narrative, using description, details and following a story arc. 
2. I can establish background/exposition and point-of-view 
3. I can create believable and effective dialogue 
4. I can effectively include forced action/action imagery  
5. I can use transition words, phrases, and clauses to signal shifts from one time-frame or setting to another 
6. I can use relevant or descriptive details 
7. I can provide a believable conclusion that reflects on the narrated experiences or events. 

National Standards W.7.3-6, W,7.10 
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7th Grade English Language Arts 
 

5. Competency 
Statements for  
Informational 
Writing 
 
 
“Learning Targets” 
are models of what 
educators may see in 
performance tasks 
when students 
demonstrate their 
increasing 
understanding and 
use of the 
competencies.  
 

 
Students will include varied kinds of information and analyze or explain how the information the 

information fits with key points or subtopics. 
 

1. I can identify a focus and employ informational text structures to develop and elaborate on my central 
idea.  

2. I can maintain a focus, point of view, formal style, and tone using techniques and features that organize, 
analyze, and elaborate on information presented.  

3. I can locate and integrate relevant and credible information from multiple reference sources into my text 
(e.g., factual evidence, varying perspectives, conflicting information).  

4. I can develop a conclusion that summarizes or synthesizes key information presented in support of my 
central idea.  

5. I can edit and revise my text for clarity, coherence, and intent (e.g., conventions, grammar, focus, and 
accurate use of precise and content-specific language), with guidance as needed. 

National Standards W.7.2, W.7.4-6, W7.9-10 
 

  



   
 

Page 6 of 7 
Updated 8.22.2018 

Moscow School District #281 
Mastery Learning Map 

 
 
 

7th Grade English Language Arts 
 

6. Competency 
Statements for  
Argument Writing 
 
 
“Learning Targets” 
are models of what 
educators may see in 
performance tasks 
when students 
demonstrate their 
increasing 
understanding and 
use of the 
competencies.  
 

 
Students will support a claim with clear reasons and relative evidence, and recognize a counterclaim. 

1. I can employ argumentative structures and persuasive techniques (rhetorical devices, elaboration, call to 
action) to convey claims and counterclaims related to a topic/text/issue.  

2. I can use reliable and credible sources (print/non-print primary and secondary sources, interviews) to 
expand my understanding of the topic/text/issue and locate information to support diverse points of view.  

3. I can maintain an authoritative stance for my claim/thesis by analyzing hard evidence used (data, text 
evidence, quotes) in support of each stated criterion for my position.  

4. I can logically connect reasons, facts, analyses, and sources and provide a conclusion that addresses possible 
counterclaims.  

5. I can edit and revise my text for clarity, coherence, and intent (e.g., conventions, grammar, focus, and chain 
of logic), with guidance as needed.  

6. I can write routinely over extended time frames and short time frames for a range of discipline-specific tasks 
purposes and audiences. 

National Standards W.7.1, W.7.4-7, W7.10 
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7th Grade English Language Arts 
 

7. Competency 
Statements for  
Language Usage 
 
 
“Learning Targets” 
are models of what 
educators may see in 
performance tasks 
when students 
demonstrate their 
increasing 
understanding and 
use of the 
competencies.  
 

 
Students will use grade-level knowledge of language and its conventions. 

1. I can identify the function of phrases and clauses 
2. I can craft varied sentences to create fluency and meaning in my writing.  
3. I can punctuate phrases and clauses correctly in a sentence. 

National Standards  
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8th Grade English Language Arts 
 

1. Competency 
Statements for  
Foundational  
Reading Skills  
 
 
 
“Learning Targets” 
are models of what 
educators may see in 
performance tasks 
when students 
demonstrate their 
increasing 
understanding and 
use of the 
competencies.  
 

 
Students will apply a variety of strategies to determine the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using 
prior knowledge of Greek or Latin roots as clues, using context clues, and consulting general and specialized reference materials. 

1. Although foundational skills are not identified beyond the 5-6 grades, it is important to continue to develop 
them with students who may need additional support.   

 

National Standards  
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8th Grade English Language Arts 
 

2. Competency 
Statements for  

            Reading Literature  
 
 
“Learning Targets” 
are models of what 
educators may see in 
performance tasks 
when students 
demonstrate their 
increasing 
understanding and 
use of the 
competencies.  
 

  
Students will be able to identify the central idea/ theme of an informational/literary text and analyze its development over the course 

of the text and its relationship to characters, setting and plot. 

1. I can interpret the theme of a text and analyze choices made by the author to develop the theme, including 
use of textual details, text structures, character interactions and/or dialogue to propel the action.  

2. I can analyze how literary elements and devices shape text development and impact meaning, including 
character, setting, and/or plot.  

3. I can analyze how visual and multimedia elements of a text contribute to the meaning, author’s tone, or 
intended effect of a text on the reader/viewer.  

4. I can analyze the ways two or more authors treat similar themes or use literary forms for intended effect. 

National Standards RL. 8.1-3, RL. 8.9, RL.8.10, 8.4, RL.8.5, RL.8.6 
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8th Grade English Language Arts 
 

3. Competency 
Statements for  

Reading Informational  
Texts  

 
 
“Learning Targets” 
are models of what 
educators may see in 
performance tasks 
when students 
demonstrate their 
increasing 
understanding and 
use of the 
competencies.  
 

 
Students will cite textual evidence that most strongly supports inference and analysis of the text 

1. I can analyze the central idea of a text. 
2. I can analyze and explain how visual and multimedia elements of one or more texts contribute to the central 

idea or intended effect on readers.  
3. I can identify the most relevant evidence that supports the author's central idea or theme. 

National Standards RI. 8.1-3, RI. 8.9, RI. 8.10 RI.8.5, RI.8.6  
 

  



Page 4 of 7 
Updated 8.22.2018 

Moscow School District #281 
Mastery Learning Map 

 
 
 

8th Grade English Language Arts 
 

4. Competency 
Statements for  

       Narrative Writing  
 
 
“Learning Targets” 
are models of what 
educators may see in 
performance tasks 
when students 
demonstrate their 
increasing 
understanding and 
use of the 
competencies.  
 

 
Students will produce narrative with a real or imagined experience using effective technique, relevant descriptive 

details and well-structured event sequences.  

 
1. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details and sensory language to capture the action 

and convey experiences and events. 
 

National Standards W. 8.3, W. 8.4, W. 8.5, W.8.10 
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8th Grade English Language Arts 
 

5. Competency 
Statements for  

 Informational  
Writing  
 
 
“Learning Targets” 
are models of what 
educators may see in 
performance tasks 
when students 
demonstrate their 
increasing 
understanding and 
use of the 
competencies.  
 

 
Students will distinguish the parts of the topic that are most significant to audience. Students will analyze 

the relevance of the information, making sure the information supports the major concepts. 

1. I can identify a focus and employ informational text structures to develop and elaborate on my central 
idea.  

2. I can maintain a focus, point of view, formal style, and tone using techniques and features that organize, 
analyze, and elaborate on information presented.  

3. I can locate and integrate relevant and credible information from multiple reference sources into my text 
(e.g., factual evidence, varying perspectives, conflicting information).  

4. I can develop a conclusion that summarizes or synthesizes key information presented in support of my 
central idea.  

5. I can edit and revise my text for clarity, coherence, and intent (e.g., conventions, grammar, focus, and 
accurate use of precise and content-specific language), with guidance as needed.  

 

National Standards W. 8.2, W. 8.4, W8.5, W. 8.8, W. 8.9  
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8th Grade English Language Arts 
 

6. Competency 
Statements for  

         Argument  
Writing  
 
 
“Learning Targets” 
are models of what 
educators may see in 
performance tasks 
when students 
demonstrate their 
increasing 
understanding and 
use of the 
competencies.  
 

 
Students will support a claim with clear reasons and relative evidence, and acknowledge and refute a counterclaim. 

1. I can employ argumentative structures and persuasive techniques (rhetorical devices, elaboration, call to 
action) to convey claims and counterclaims related to a topic/text/issue.  

2. I can use reliable and credible sources (print/non-print primary and secondary sources, interviews) to 
expand my understanding of the topic/text/issue and locate information to support diverse points of view.  

3. I can maintain an authoritative stance for my claim/thesis by analyzing hard evidence used (data, text 
evidence, quotes) in support of each stated criterion for my position.  

4. I can logically connect reasons, facts, analyses, and sources and provide a conclusion that addresses possible 
counterclaims.  

5. I can edit and revise my text for clarity, coherence, and intent (e.g., conventions, grammar, focus, and chain 
of logic), with guidance as needed.  

6. I can write routinely over extended time frames and short time frames for a range of discipline-specific tasks 
purposes and audiences. 

 
National Standards W.7-8.1, W. 8.4, W. 8.5, W.8.6, W.8.8, W.8.9, W8.10 
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8th Grade English Language Arts 
 

7. Competency 
Statements for  
Language Usage  
 
 
“Learning Targets” 
are models of what 
educators may see in 
performance tasks 
when students 
demonstrate their 
increasing 
understanding and 
use of the 
competencies.  
 

 
Students will use grade-level knowledge of language and its conventions. 

 
1. I can identify the function of verbals and their function in particular sentences. 
2. I can use verbs in active and passive voice. 
 

National Standards  
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